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Love is in the air. Valentine’s Day is here!

Even if you are in a relationship, don’t forget about your true signifi cant 
others this Valentine’s Day—your pets. I am defi nitely going to spend this 
day with my best canine friend and the true keeper of my heart. How 
about you?

With the chills of winter passing away, it is pleasant to see all feeling 
comfortable for spring to arrive. Our second edition in 2023 is packed with 
the benefi ts of pet parenthood—be it your furry four-legged, tiny tots or 
aquatic angels. 

With the appearance of a more comfortable season of spring with lots 
of blossoms around, another set of challenges does appear where the 
most common triggers of seasonal allergies are faced with symptoms 
like coughing and sneezing, excessive scratching, licking and chewing 
appear among pets. Be aware of the temperature changes, and give your 
pets access to fresh water. It becomes essential for us to get a glimpse of 
the doctors’ opinion of Ms Paul’s expression about the essence of Omega 3, 
6, DHA, EPA to fi ght heart diseases as well as improve the immune system 
that boosts the coat shine and softness.

Pets are unconditional love givers. The MAGIC TOUCH, however, dull has 
been the day, hasn’t gone unseen by passionate pet lovers. Our ‘Pet of the 
Month' series highlights the importance of ‘Smurfy’s life in a growing 
family of six furry babies.

We stress here the necessity to present the DIY-pet treats and pet toys 
that highlights the need of your smallest pet that cannot go on an outing. 
Along with this, we carry forward to design and explain their lifestyle, 
eating habits, and symptoms and prevention of diseases as a preventive 
measure for you to get familiar with. Here, we highlight the 10 essential 
facts about your aquarium fi sh. Also, our team attended the Aquarist Meet 
organized by AquaPetz in Delhi. 

Now is the right time to spend time outdoors with our pet mates. 
Here, in this edition, we have listed pet-friendly 
hotels and restaurants/cafes across the busiest 
cities where you and your pet friends enjoy the 
treats that both have missed during the dull 
homestays due to bad chills. It is not advisable 
to use the common water drinking bowl for 
pets, so carry your own clean ones.

Enjoy this edition sitting in your 
garden with your pet friends 
playing around!
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“Allergies in pets, are always 
expressed through skin and felt 
through an itch.” says Dr. Adam 
Patterson, Clinical Assistant 
Professor and Chief of Dermatology 
at Texas A&M College of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical Sciences 
Small Animal Clinic. 

World over, we are experiencing 
humanisation of pets. Pet owners 
now take the pride in being addressed 
as pet parents the emotional bond, 
the sense of indispensability, the 
love and affection and its selfless 
reciprocity is equal, if not more. As 
much as it stands true that they are 
more humane than most humans, 
they do, however bring an exception 
to the table. Their Diet! Which in 
most cases is or rather should be 
starkly different than ours. What 
they need for their subliminal 
health is not Human Food but 
Human “GRADE” food! A minor word 
play that hides in itself a totally 
different world!  A gap that we 
aspire to bridge through Signature’s 
GrainZero (a hypoallergenic range of 
dry packed food.)

GrainZero is grain and gluten-free. 
It is heart fully curated to engage all 
five senses of your pet kid. Tastier 
and healthier GrainZero food 
is holistic nutrition, as we use 
fresh meat premium enough for 
human consumption, prebiotic 
herbs, organic exotic vegetables 
and adequate antioxidants. 

In Indian context, where 
environmental allergies contribute 
apart from food allergies, 
understanding our pet’s immune 
system and body requirements is the 
order of the day. So, if your pet has 
recurrent diarrhoea, itchy skin, rough 
coat, persistent ear or anal glands 
issues, you are probably looking at 
adverse food reaction (AFR).  

In order to identify what is the best 
meal for pets with food allergies. It is 
important that we understand what are 
these food allergies and their causes. 

Many different terms are used to 
describe abnormal reactions due 
to food. The term “allergy” and 
“hypersensitivity” describe an 
immunological reaction to food 
allergens which then present 
themselves in form of rashes, hot 
spots, non-seasonal itch, vomiting, 
diarrhoea or excessive gassiness. 
Symptoms often begin when pets 
are young (before one year of age), 
but may develop at any given time 
in their life span. Diary and wheat 
remain to be the major source for 
such dietary allergies.

Hypoallergenic diets thereby are 
now a substantial and safe portion 
of pet food in today’s world. Any 
hypoallergenic diet should be fed for 
at least a minimum of  4–6 weeks to 
see initial response and continued 
thereafter. With the added goodness of 
fresh fruits and veggies and corrected 
dosage of prebiotic herbs and 
antioxidants, we provide a wholesome 
meal for your pooches and kitties.

GrainZero carefully picks up fresh, 
cage-free chicken, chicken liver, 
salmon oil and eggs as protein source 
for the young tots of all breeds from 
the fi rst month of life until the age 
of 18 months. Also, it is excellent for 

female dogs during pregnancy and 
lactation. The meat used in the recipe 
are originally for human consumption, 
guaranteeing adequate levels of 
proteins with a high biological value, 
which in turn guarantee the correct 
growth of puppies. 

Vital nutrients like Omega 3, 6, DHA, 
EPA help your immune system and 
improve the coat providing shine 
and softness. A must for all long 
coat dogs. It also has benefi ts for 
the circulatory system preventing 
heart diseases. And the added fun of 
succulent fresh berries mixes, apples 
and pomegranate bubble up the 
quality and fl avour, making your pet 
lick up the bowl clean.

We at Signature, take pride in 
recommending it for all the pets 
and starting it under a veterinarian’s 
supervision is always what we go 
with. All packs are completed with 
adequate quantities of anti-oxidants 
to prevent premature cell aging 
and enough Glucosamine content 
provides optimised joint protection 
for your furry babies keeping them 
active and on their paws. 

We assure a complete turnaround in 
your pet’s overall health, demeanour, 
energy levels and immune system 
as well. Remember longevity for 
your furry pooch is dependent on 
three aspects in which diet and 
environmental interactions are the 
most major pillars. And don’t leave 
hygiene behind, says Mitu Paul, Brand 
Head, Signature Pet foods, India.

 Website: signaturepetfoods.com
 Toll-free: 1800-102-5962

By Ms Mitu Paul*

Industry Connect

* Brand Head – Signature pet foods





NEWS NATIONAL

The angel round, saw 
participation of 5 Angel 
Investors from USA, Middle-

East and the Indian subcontinent. 
TailBlaze is widely-recognised as one 
of the most premium dog-food brand 
in India and oversees. CEO-cum-
Founder Manaal Maniyar started 
TailBlaze in Jul'22 after quitting a 
glorious career in the Silicon Valley 
of India. His life completely changed, 
when Manaal got his fi rst paw-kid 
Einstein (a Labrador) home. 

The entry of Einstein started adding 
a lot of meaning to his life and 
unearthed a larger cause which 
needed immediate attention. He 
then decided to fi nally listen to 'his 
calling' and start-out TailBlaze with 
his co-founder and paw-kid Einstein 
Entreprador. Within just 6 months 
from inception, TailBlaze created 
stir in the market with its premium 
and completely organic range of dog-
food and treats.

The World 
Is Looking 
Forward To 
TailBlaze

TailBlaze, a home-grown brand for pets, has raised 
Rs 1 crore at a valuation of Rs 150 million from Angel 
Investors across the Globe

Manaal said, "51% pet-dogs across the 
Globe are unhealthy, obese and prone 
to deadly diseases like cancer. 90% of 
this problem is attributed to improper 
diets and lifestyles.”

The brand also won 4 National and 
International Awards for its promise 
and innovation. Manaal was also 
featured in the recently announced 
Business Mint 30 under 30 Rising and 
Inspiring Entrepreneurs of India'23.

TailBlaze will use the fresh funds to: 
exports (to USA, Europe and Middle-East), 
products-width, operations and team-

size. The team which is already 50+ 
members strong has recently invested 
in 3 manufacturing-units across 
Bengaluru, Surat and Kanpur. The funds 
will be used to lunch and market more 
than 50 products in March'23.

As per reports, the number of pets 
(dogs and cats) in India are poised 
reach to 40 million. The industry 
is strongly growing at a CAGR of 
almost 20%. It is also a billion dollar 
Industry in India and more than 
USD 200 billion Industry worldwide. 
The world is looking forward to TailBlaze 
and a billion-tails blazing story.





NEWS NATIONAL

India’s leading homegrown 
pet-care brand, Wiggles stays 
committed in building a pet and 

animal-inclusive ecosystem. Wiggles 
announces key leadership changes, 
elevates Prashant Kohli as Chief 
Marketing Offi cer and Pushkaraj 
Vartak as Chief Financial Offi cer.

Prashant Kohli joined as Vice 
President, Brand Strategy in 2022.  
As CMO, he leads the company’s 
overall marketing initiatives and 
drives consumer engagement. 
Under his guidance, Wiggles 
underwent a re-branding with its 
‘Lovemark’ identity. Prashant brings 
over 13 years experience. He has 
a sharp skill-set spanning across 
brands and customer experience, 
community building, integrated 
media communications and design 
thinking. Prior, he served at Glitch 
and also helped brands like Apple 
Inc., LinkedIn, HUL, Facebook, Netfl ix, 
Disney+ Hotstar and Uber. 

Pushkaraj Vartak joined as Vice 
President, Accounts & Finance, in 
2022. He has been instrumental in 
driving the fi nancial performance 
of Wiggles. He has over 2 decades 
of experience in fi nance sectors, 
including Mumbai-based Infra, 

Wiggles announces elevations; Prashant 
Kohli to CMO and Pushkaraj Vartak to CFO

FMCG and Media Industry. His 
expertise include FP&A, Treasury 
Management, Taxation, etc. Prior, he 
was with Glitch media.

On the development, Anushka Iyer, 
Founder & CEO-Wiggles said, "We 
founded Wiggles with love, empathy 
and deep understanding. The last 
few years have been a testament 
to our commitment towards pets 
and animals. We are looking at 
progressive, compassionate and 
result-oriented leaders to drive the 
organizational growth.  Prashant and 
Pushkaraj have been key pillars for 
us. I am confi dent that they will help 
chart the best course for the next 
growth phase.” 

Prashant Kohli, CMO-Wiggles 
said, “As a challenger brand in the 

pet-care industry, Wiggles has 
achieved signifi cant milestones and 
successfully created a space for itself 
in a market dominated by legacy 
players. I look forward to driving 
meaningful innovations to cement the 
brand position, creating an ecosystem 
that genuinely impacts the lives of the 
community of animals.”

“Our top priority is to ensure the 
company's long-term fi nancial 
growth while maintaining high 
levels of transparency and integrity. 
I look forward to driving the 
company's fi nancial operations with 
fi ne experience and take pride in the 
core values.” said Pushkaraj Vartak, 
CFO-Wiggles.

Both continue reporting their 
achievements to the CEO’s offi ce. 

Prashant Kohli- Chief Marketing Offi cer (CMO) Pushkaraj Vartak- Chief Financial Offi cer (CFO)
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Growing up all I wished for was a dog, a cute little 
furball.... In 2013, after my graduation results were 
announced, my parents (who were never ok with 

me having pets!) told me to choose any pet that I wished 
for and, they promised to get it for me. 

Immediately my search for a hypoallergenic pup 
started. The fi rst time I saw Smurfy, it was an immediate 
connection and I knew that is going to be my fur baby. As 
soon as I held him, I was overwhelmed with puppy kisses. 
After bringing him home, I was perpetually mesmerised 
by his goofi ness. Most nights, I would feel scared to sleep 
thinking what if he wanted something or was scared and 
what if I wasn't around to make him feel comfortable? 

PET OF THE MONTH

Smurfy FROM 1 FUR BABY, OUR FAMILY HAS 
BECOME A FAMILY OF 6 FUR BABIES. 
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After Smurfy coming into my life, within few months 
I had to leave for Pune to pursue my Post-graduation. 
I missed him terribly. Every weekend I would make it 
a point to visit Mumbai (home) just to spend time with 
him. It was a rough 2 years where we got to spend very 
little time with each other, but it was totally worth it. 

Smurfy and I share a bond that is very diffi cult for me 
to put down in words. A couple of years back, I was 
going through the roughest patch in my life and with 
me was my baby boy through thick and thin, loving me 
unconditionally and being my strongest support. He 
taught me to be strong and responsible. 

I got married in 2017 and got Smurfy with me to my new 
house. For my husband and my in-laws, he was the fi rst 
pup ever. They have been spoiling him to bits. Every 
time my mother-in-law goes on a shopping trip (read 
even for groceries) she would make sure to bring him a 
toy or a packet of treats. He is the most pampered baby 
in the family. 

www.creature-companions.in
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With every addition, we made sure to give Smurfy the 
same importance and love. He has been the best older 
brother to all his siblings and also disciplines them, if they 
get too naughty. He loves his siblings beyond words and is 
extremely caring toward them. 

In a couple of months, Smurfy is turning 10-years old. Each 
passing day my boy is getting slower and spends most of 
his time sleeping, but watching him being comfortable 
and snoring with his tongue out, or seeing him play fetch 
with his siblings in the evenings is the highlights of our 
everyday lives. Our baby boy is growing up by the second 
and we are trying our best to create the best memories 
possible.

I am lucky to have found the best graduation present 
indeed. 

@Thetzumother

Shruti Valiya!

PET OF THE MONTH

To describe, Smurfy is a very obedient pup, who is 
extremely social with other dogs and humans likewise. 
We spend our fun times going on road trips, visiting parks, 
playing fetch, or just watching tv together. My husband 
and I make it a point to at least take Smurfy and his 
siblings on a vacation once a year. As a family we look 
forward to going on vacations with our fur babies. 

While Smurfy was growing up, I didn't know much about 
a healthy diet and fed him mostly commercial dog 
food or imbalanced homecooked meals. I didn't know 
the importance of a species-appropriate diet. Smurfy 
developed an intolerance towards chicken and would 
keep having rashes all over his body. No medicines 
prescribed by vets helped. Eventually, in 2020, I decided 
to get certifi ed as a Canine Nutritionist. I am very happy 
to say that with a balanced and species-appropriate diet, 
Smurfy is thriving and has completely recovered. 

Over the last 5 years, we have had more additions to our 
family and now from 1 fur baby, our family has become a 
family of 6 fur babies. 

TO DESCRIBE, SMURFY IS A VERY 
OBEDIENT PUP, WHO IS EXTREMELY 
SOCIAL WITH OTHER DOGS AND HUMANS 
LIKEWISE. WE SPEND OUR FUN TIMES 
GOING ON ROAD TRIPS, VISITING PARKS, 
PLAYING FETCH, OR JUST WATCHING TV 
TOGETHER. 
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PET CARE

As pet owners, we already know 
the joy and happiness that 
our furry friends bring into 

our lives. But have you ever stopped 
to consider the numerous benefi ts 
that come with pet parenthood? From 
emotional to physical, monetary to 
mental, and everything in between, the 
advantages of having animals around 
us are simply pawsitively purrfect.

EMOTIONAL BENEFITS:
Love And Affection: Pets provide 
unconditional love and affection, 
making them the perfect companion 
to share our lives with. Whether you 
are snuggling on the couch or going 

for a walk, they are always there 
to offer a wagging tail or a purr of 
contentment.

Stress And Anxiety Reduction: 
Studies have shown that interacting 
with animals can lower stress and 
anxiety levels, helping us to feel 
more relaxed and calm. Whether 

you're feeling overwhelmed or just 
need some alone time, your pet is 
always there to provide comfort 
and support.

Companionship And Comfort: Pets 
offer a sense of companionship and 
comfort that is unrivalled. They 
listen without judgement, comfort us 
in our darkest moments and bring a 
smile to our faces when we need it 
the most.

PHYSICAL BENEFITS:
Increased Physical Activity And 
Exercise: Owning a pet requires 
regular exercise, which can help to 
improve physical health and keep 
us active. Whether you're playing 
fetch, taking a walk or just playing 
in the yard, pet ownership provides 
ample opportunities for physical 
activity.

PURRFECT 
COMPANIONS: 
THE MANY 
BENEFITS 
OF PET 
PARENTHOOD
By Dr. Shivangi Raina*

PET PARENTHOOD IS 
NOT JUST A HOBBY, BUT 
A TRULY ENRICHING 
EXPERIENCE WITH 
NUMEROUS BENEFITS. 
WHETHER YOU'RE 
LOOKING FOR EMOTIONAL 
SUPPORT, PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY, FINANCIAL 
STABILITY, OR MENTAL 
STIMULATION, PETS 
PROVIDE IT ALL AND MORE.

Image Source: Adobe Stock
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PET CARE

Improved Heart Health: Owning a 
pet has been shown to lower blood 
pressure, reduce stress and anxiety, 
and increase overall heart health.

Enhanced Immune System: Regular 
interaction with animals has been 
linked to a stronger immune system, 
helping us to fend off illnesses and 
stay healthy.

MONETARY BENEFITS:
Security And Protection: Pets provide 
a sense of security and protection, 
giving us peace of mind and a feeling 
of safety in our own homes.

Increased Property Value: Having a pet-
friendly home can potentially increase 
property value, making it a more 
attractive option for potential buyers.

Income Generation: For those who 
breed or train animals, pet ownership 
can provide a source of income and 
fi nancial stability.

MENTAL BENEFITS:
Cognitive Stimulation: Pets provide 
mental stimulation, helping us to 
engage in problem-solving and 
cognitive activities.

Purpose And Responsibility: Caring 
for a pet gives us a sense of purpose 
and responsibility, helping us to feel 
more fulfi lled and satisfi ed with life.

Empathy And Social Skills: Pets can 
also help us to develop empathy 
and social skills, improving our 
relationship with others and 
fostering a sense of community.

OTHER BENEFITS:
Therapeutic Benefi ts: Pets have 
been shown to provide therapeutic 
benefi ts for people with disabilities 
or mental health issues.

Entertainment And Education: 
For children, pets can serve as 
a source of entertainment and 

education, teaching them about the 
responsibilities of pet ownership and 
the importance of animal welfare.

Community And Neighborhood 
Relations: Pet ownership can 
also improve community and 
neighbourhood relations, bringing 
people together and promoting a 
sense of community.

In conclusion, pet parenthood 
is not just a hobby, but a truly 
enriching experience with numerous 
benefi ts. Whether you're looking 
for an emotional support, physical 
activity, fi nancial stability or mental 
stimulation, pets provide it all and 
more. So, go ahead, embrace the 
pawsitive and adopt a pet today!

* (BVSc & AH, Mumbai Veterinary College)
 Product Executive Manager (Vet-Pro)
 Drools Pet Food Pvt. Ltd.
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As a veterinarian, I have seen 
numerous new pet owners 
come through my doors, fi lled 

with excitement and love for their 
new furry friend. While pets bring 
immeasurable joy and happiness to 
our lives, they also come with their own 
set of challenges. As a professional, 
I’d like to share some of the biggest 
challenges new pet owners face and 
how they can overcome them.

Potty Training: Potty training is 
often the fi rst challenge that new pet 
owners face. It can be a frustrating 

www.creature-companions.in

experience, but it is important to 
be patient and consistent in your 
training approach. Reward-based 
training methods, such as treats 
and praise, can be very effective in 

encouraging good behaviour. It is also 
important to establish a consistent 
routine for feeding, playing and potty 
breaks to help your pet understand 
when it is time to go.

Separation Anxiety: Some pets, 
especially those who have just 
been adopted, may experience 
separation anxiety when their 
owners leave them alone. This can 
result in destructive behaviour, 
excessive barking or whining, and 
even depression. To overcome this 
challenge, it is important to gradually 
acclimate your pet to being alone by 
leaving them alone for short periods 
of time and gradually increasing the 
duration. Providing toys and treats 
can also help keep your pet occupied 
while you are away.

PAWSITIVELY 
PREPARED: 
OVERCOMING THE 
TOP CHALLENGES 
FOR NEW PET 
OWNERS
By Dr. Shivangi Raina*

PETS, LIKE HUMANS, CAN 
DEVELOP BEHAVIOURAL 
ISSUES FOR A VARIETY 
OF REASONS. COMMON 
ISSUES INCLUDE 
AGGRESSION, EXCESSIVE 
BARKING, CHEWING AND 
JUMPING. TO OVERCOME 
THESE CHALLENGES, IT 
IS IMPORTANT TO SEEK 
PROFESSIONAL HELP 
FROM A VETERINARIAN OR 
ANIMAL BEHAVIOURIST. 
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PET CARE

Behavioural Issues: Pets, like 
humans, can develop behavioural 
issues for a variety of reasons. 
Common issues include aggression, 
excessive barking, chewing and 
jumping. To overcome these 
challenges, it is important to seek 
professional help from a veterinarian 
or animal behaviourist. They can 
help you identify the underlying 
cause of the behaviour and develop a 
tailored training plan to help your pet 
overcome their issues.

Health Problems: Pets, just like 
humans, can suffer from health 
problems. As a new pet owner, it is 
important to be vigilant for signs of 
illness or injury and seek veterinary 
care promptly. Regular check-ups, 
vaccinations and preventative care 
can help keep your pet healthy 

and prevent many common health 
problems. 

Cost: Pet ownership can be 
costly sometimes, especially 
when it comes to veterinary care 
and other necessities like food, 
toys and grooming supplies. To 
overcome this challenge, it is 
important to plan for the costs 
associated with pet ownership 
and budget accordingly. Consider 
pet insurance or a pet savings 
account to help cover unexpected 
veterinary expenses. 

Although the pet ownership comes 
at a cost, however, an inexpensive 
and nutritious option to consider for 
food and meals is Drools! Because 
at Drools, we cater to all your pets' 
nutritional needs at economic prices, 

keeping your pets as well as your 
well-being in mind.

In conclusion, pet ownership can 
be incredibly rewarding, but it does 
come with its own set of challenges. 
By being prepared and seeking 
professional help when needed, 
new pet owners can overcome these 
challenges and enjoy the love and 
joy that their pets bring to their lives. 
We at Drools want the best for you 
and your pets at all times. That’s why 
we have knowledgeable vets in our 
teams who are always here to help, 
so do not hesitate to reach out to us 
for advice and support!

* (BVSc & AH, Mumbai Veterinary College)
 Product Executive Manager (Vet-Pro)
 Drools Pet Food Pvt. Ltd.

Image Source: Adobe Stock
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PAWS-ITIVELY PROACTIVE: 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
PERIODIC VET VISITS 
FOR YOUR PETS

Regular veterinary check-ups 
are essential for maintaining 
our beloved pet's health and 

well-being. Let us explore the benefi ts 
of keeping track of your pet's health.

Early detection of potential health 
issues: The most signifi cant reason 
behind early detection is to diagnose 
any potential health issues in the fi rst 
stage. Like humans, early detection 
and treatment for pets also minimise 
serious health problems, making 
a huge difference. For instance, if 
a pet has a severe illness such as 
cancer, early detection can boost 
the chances of successful treatment 
with a positive outcome.

Vaccinations and regular check-ups: 
Vaccinations and regular check-
ups with the help of a veterinarian 
prevent serious illnesses caused by 
viruses and bacteria. For example, 
regular check-ups can help detect 
and prevent dental problems, 
leading to serious health issues, if 
left untreated. Additionally, your 
veterinarian will examine the pet 
physically and may recommend tests 
or other diagnostic procedures. Thus, 
on-time vaccinations and check-ups 
ensure holistic cure and growth.

Maintain healthy weight and 
nutrition: Healthy pets require 
an appropriate diet based on age, 
size, and activity level. Obesity is a 
signifi cant health problem for pets. 
A vet-recommended diet is a must 
while maintaining a stable, healthy 

weight and nutrition, ensuring that 
the pets maintain a healthy lifestyle 
throughout. This helps in preventing 
serious health issues, including 
diabetes and heart disease.

Skin disorders: Fleas, ticks and 
worms cause serious health problems 
for pets. Fleas and ticks can cause 
itching, irritation, and even anaemia, 
while worms can cause malnutrition, 

PET CARE
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diarrhoea, and other issues. 
Veterinary check-ups can help in 
the early detection and prevention 
of these skin problems. Your family 
vet or any vet can recommend 
and administer the appropriate 
treatments and vaccinations to keep 
your pet healthy and free of parasites. 
Additionally, some of these parasites 
are zoonotic, which means they 
can be transmitted to humans and 
cause serious health issues. Thus, 
regular veterinary care to deal with 
skin problems is important, not only 
for your pet's health but also for the 
health of your family.

A step towards responsible pet 
ownership: Your pets can't speak; 
hence it becomes signifi cant to 
understand their silence which will 
develop a strong pet ownership. 
Thus, pet parents should know that 
preventive healthcare and timely 
check-ups for their furry companions 
will lead to a healthy and happy life. 

A healthy pet is a happy pet. Taking 
your pet to the vet will strengthen pet-
parent ownership. Vet consultations 

provide a thorough examination 
where pet parents understand the 
severity of any health concerns faced 
by their furry companions. It is also 
crucial to stay vigilant to address any 
signs of illness or discomfort. Timely 
vet consultations ensure the health 
and well-being of your loving and 
loyal companion.

Last but not least, setting up a routine 
between pets and vets when they 
are kittens or puppies generally 
removes or signifi cantly improves 

the hassle and stress related to 
visiting a clinic. The pet will indeed 
become more familiar with the 
entire process, including the carrier, 
smells and noises. The pet owner 
will also receive nutritional advice, 
information on neutering, and other 
health-related tips, all helping to give 
the pet the best start of life possible 
and maximising the chances of a long, 
healthy life. Truth be told, how we care 
for kittens or puppies impacts their 
physical, social and mental health for 
the rest of their lives.

At ROYAL CANIN®, cats and dogs have 
and will always come fi rst. As a global 
expert in health through nutrition, 
the brand takes responsibility for the 
health and well-being of pets beyond 
its nutritional diets. One action is 
to foster responsible pet ownership 
through sharing knowledge and 
giving access to crucial data which 
help debunk preconceived ideas 
and nurture easier ways, all leading 
to healthy habits. Because ROYAL 
CANIN® believes that pets make our 
world better, our purpose is crystal 
clear: A BETTER WORLD FOR PETS.

A HEALTHY PET IS A 
HAPPY PET. TAKING 
YOUR PET TO THE VET 
WILL STRENGTHEN PET 
PARENT OWNERSHIP. 
VET CONSULTATIONS 
PROVIDE A THOROUGH 
EXAMINATION WHERE PET 
PARENTS UNDERSTAND 
THE SEVERITY OF ANY 
HEALTH CONCERNS 
FACED BY THEIR FURRY 
COMPANIONS.

Sign up on https://typttv.fi ndroyalcanin.com or scan the QR code

REGULAR CHECK-UPS WITH 
YOUR VET CAN HELP YOUR PET 
STAY HEALTHY & LIVE LONGER.
So, take the right step for your Pet.
Take Your Pet To The Vet.
And this time, it's completely on us

THAT’S 
RIGHT!



34 Creature Companion | FEBRUARY 2023 • VOL. XVI • ISSUE 02 • NOIDA

PET CARE

PARVOVIRUS INFECTION IN DOGS
Canine Parvovirus (CPV) is a highly 
contagious virus that commonly 
causes gastrointestinal disease 
in — young, unvaccinated dogs. 
Signs include – anorexia, lethargy, 
vomiting and diarrhea which is often 
hemorrhagic. Parvovirus comes from 
Latin word “Parvus” which means 
small, and probably due to this reason 
this virus is known as Parvovirus. 
Dogs of all age groups may be 
infected, but puppies of 3 months  are 
highly susceptible than adults. This 
virus causes high morbidity (100%) 
and frequent mortality up to 10% in 
adult dogs and 91% in pups.

THE RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: 
DANCE OF THE INCOMING AND 
OUTGOING AIR
The respiratory system is important 
in the sense that it helps provide the 
body with the necessary elements of 
gases, such as oxygen, which help 
generate energy and power for the 
cells. The respiratory system is like 
a conducting system, a system that 
conducts the good gas, oxygen, into 
the body and helps expel the carbon 
dioxide gas out of the body. Carbon 
dioxide is an excretory product, 
and it is extremely important that 
this waste product is effi ciently 
expelled out while the oxygen is 
being transported inside the body, 
which plays an important role in 
helping nourish the cells. This 
system encompasses the nostril, the 
conducting system – and the lungs.

Although its exact origin is unknown, 

it is believed to have arisen from 
FELINE PANLUEKOPENIA VIRUS 
CPV probably arose as a result of two 
or three genetic mutation in FPV that 
allowed it to expand its host range to 
infect dogs. It was fi rst emerged in 
dogs in Europe around 1976. By 1978, 
the virus had spread unchecked, 
causing a worldwide epidemic of 
myocarditis (infl ammation of heart 
muscles) and infl ammation of 
intestines (gastroenteritis).

Outbreaks of CPV have been reported 
from many countries, including 
India. The prevalence study in 
India was fi rst reported by Balu 
and Thangarajin in Chennai. The 
pattern of disease experienced in 
a population is largely infl uenced 
by the susceptibility of host, 
environmental conditions, such as 
housing, hygiene, population density 
and pathogenicity of the infectious 
agent.

DIFFERENT STRAINS OF CANINE 
PARVOVIRUS
Three slightly different strains of 
canine parvovirus named CPV-2a, 
CPV-2b and CPV-2c are recognised. 
They cause the same disease 
and the vaccine gives protection 
against each one of them. CPV-2b is 
associated with most severe disease. 
A distinct type of Parvovirus (CPV-
1) has also been found in pups with 
diarrhea in normal dogs. CPV-1 is 
now believed to be an important 
cause of disease. Young (6 weeks 
to 6-months old) unvaccinated or 
incompletely vaccinated dogs are 
most susceptible. Although severe 
clinical disease typically occurs in 

dogs younger than 6 months of age, 
adults with insuffi cient immunity 
may potentially be affected. However, 
CPV-2 is ubiquitous and can survive 
in the environment for more 
than a year, enabling exposure of 
susceptible dogs to infected faeces, 
vomitus or fomites. Breeds described 
at increased risk include:

• Rottweilers
• Doberman pinschers
• American Pit Bull Terriers
• English Springer Spaniels
• German Shepherds
• Labrador Retrievers
• Doberman, Rottweiler and German 

shepherd (GS) dogs have been 
reported to be more susceptible 
to CPVE than other breeds. Due 
to inherited immunodefi ciency, 
the exceptional breeds, German 
Shepherds and Doberman, are 
extra prone than the different 
breeds. German Shepherds has the 
highest CPV infection rate (70%) 
followed by the Doberman (55%).

Assuming suffi cient colostrum 
ingestion puppies born to a dam 
with CPV antibodies are protected 
from infection for fi rst few weeks of 
their life, however susceptibility to 
infection increases as maternally 
acquired antibodies wanes.

RISK FACTORS
The risk factors for the CPV diseases 
generally increases for the below-
mentioned conditions:
• Breed predisposition.
• Possible simultaneous conditions, 

diseases or drug therapy that lead 
to an inability to develop a normal 

By Dr. Anshula

CANINE 
PARVOVIRUS

(This is the 1st part of article, 2nd part will be published in the March edition.)
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immune response (known as 
“immunosuppression”), such as 
heavy parasitism.

• Incomplete vaccination protocol, 
vaccine failure or regular 
interference of the doggy creating 
protecting antibodies due to the 
presence of maternal antibodies.

• Breeding kennels, pounds, shelters 
and areas with an excessive 
quantity of pups besides ample 
immune response or inadequately 
vaccinated puppies.

ETIOLOGY
CPV is a small, non-enveloped, 
single-stranded DNA viruses that 
replicates in the nucleus of dividing 
cells in late S phase or early G2 phase 
of the cell cycle.

PATHOGENESIS
Once a dog or puppy is infected, 
there is an incubation period of 
3–7 days before onset of the fi rst 
symptoms. CPV wants the assist 
of swiftly dividing cells in order to 
correctly motive the disease, and 
the virus commonly starts off to 
evolve with the aid of attacking the 
tonsils or lymph nodes of the throat. 
Once inside the lymph nodes, the 
virus typically invades lymphocytes 
for one or two days creating many 
copies of itself, and then enter the 
bloodstream. Many of these CPV 
infected lymphocytes are ultimately 

killed, causing a reduction in the 
number of circulating lymphocytes 
(lymphopenia), thus decreasing the 
immunity system of the body.

Once in the blood stream, the virus 
again targets rapidly dividing cells, 
hitting hardest in the bone marrow 
and in the cells that lines the wall 
of small intestine. In infant or very 
younger dogs, CPV can additionally 
infect the coronary heart mainly 
causing irritation of coronary heart 
muscle, a terrible characteristic of 
arrhythmias.

The virus invades the crypts of 
Lieberkuhn of the small intestine 
where new epithelial cells are born 
and disables the body’s ability to 
replenish the intestinal surface, 
rendering it unable to adequately 
absorb nutrients, prevent fl uid loss 
into the stool or prevent bacteria from 
moving from gut into the body. Severe 
diarrhea and nausea are the initial 
result, but eventually the intestinal 
surface can become so damaged 
that it begins to breakdown, and the 
bacteria that are normally confi ned 
to the gut penetrates the intestinal 
wall and enters the bloodstream.

This virus is sheded in the faeces of 
infected dogs within four to fi ve days 
of exposure, throughout the period 
of illness and for upto 10 days after 

clinical recovery. Infection is received 
through direct oral or nasal contact 
with the virus containing faeces or 
circuitously through contact with 
contaminated virus on fomites.

TRANSMISSION & INFECTION 
RISK
Canine parvovirus is unfold with 
the aid of direct contact with a 
contaminated canine or sniffi ng 
or ingesting contaminated faeces. 
Infection can also spread through 
contact with items contaminated 
with the virus, such as shared 
bedding, bowls, soil, or even people’s 
hands or clothing, and in this way, 
the virus can be passed from one 
to another canines. Washing hands 
thoroughly with disinfectant soap 
and water can remove the virus. 
Specifi c disinfectants need to be 
used to eliminate parvovirus from 
the environment, inclusive of toys, 
garb and cages.

CAN PEOPLE GET SICK WITH IT?
No, contamination with dogs 
parvovirus has now not been 
documented to have infected people. 
However, people can spread it to 
other dogs if they have the virus on 
their hands or clothing, and then 
touch other non-infected dogs or 
their environment (e.g. kennel, toys, 
grooming tools, etc.) can spread 
this disease among the uninfected 
canines. To conclude, the best 
prevention of this virus is only 
through maintaining good hygiene 
and vaccination. So, next time be 
very careful while handling the 
case of CPV contaminated dog and 
maintain a good hygienic routine.

DIAFINE DROPS FOR PET

DIAFINE DROPS for pets is the best remedy 
for DIARRHOEA. It is a unique Homeopathic 
Veterinary Medicine proved to be eff ective 
in treating diff erent types of diarrhea in 
dogs and cats. Diarrhea of any underlying 
cause like bacterial, viral or verminous can 
be treated by DIAFINE DROPS. Even bloody 
diarrhea in PARVO viral infection can be 
improved.
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We, as humans, are 
incessantly looking for 
ways to improve life as we 

know it. Pets and companion animals 
are such an important part of our lives 
that the veterinarians leave no stone 
unturned to cater to the animals’ 
needs and educate themselves on 
how to care better for your pets! One 
of the ways is continuous education 
programs and staying up-to-date 
with the world’s progress in animal 
healthcare is through attending 
seminars and lectures planned by 
World-Wide organisations such as 
FASAVA- Federation of Asian Small 
Animal Veterinary Associations. 
FASAVA has been organising many 
such events on a monumental 
scale for the past 15 years all over 

the world—in Ireland, South Korea, 
New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Australia and even Japan. 

For the very fi rst time in its history, 
FASAVA is organising such an event 
in Mumbai, India, from 27th to 29th

October, 2023 on a colossal scale! 
Prominent veterinary doctors from 
all around the globe will be  coming to 
India as speakers as well as attendees 
at this prestigious event. It is no 
secret that the fi eld of small animal 
medicine is constantly evolving and 
improving. That's why we at Drools 
are thrilled to announce that we 
will be sponsoring the Federation 
of Asian Small Animal Veterinary 
Association (FASAVA) Congress in 
2023! This is the fi rst time that an 
Indian origin company has had the 
opportunity to be the main sponsor 
for such a FASAVA Congress—and 
it is an obvious choice that Drools 
stepped forth as a sponsor. In just 
12 years, Drools has garnered the 
trust and faith of millions of people 
in India and countries across, with 
our passion towards the betterment 
of the lifestyle of pets by offering 
supreme quality food for companion 

animals and making sure our 
customers are happy and satisfi ed 
with our food whenever fed!

FASAVA plays a vital role in 
helping small animal practitioners 
to provide high-quality care to 
animals in the Asian region. It is 
continuing education programs, 
hands-on training for technicians 
and assistants, and development of 
clinical guidelines, all of these help to 
ensure that animals receive the best 
possible care.

In the words of Dr. Ramani 
Jairam, FASAVA Board member, 
“Bringing the FASAVA 2023 to India 
is a great achievement for the 
Pet Practitioners Association of 
Mumbai (PPAM). PPAM is one of the 
founding members of FASAVA (Asian 
Congress). COVID 19 was a setback to 
all educational activities across the 
globe. The FASAVA board wanted to 
restart the program for professional 
development of veterinarians in 
India and across Asia. This event 
to be organised in Mumbai at 
Westin, Powai, in October, will be 
the crowning glory for all Indian 

FASAVA: ONE 
OF THE BIGGEST 
VETERINARY 
EVENTS, HAPPENING 
FOR THE VERY FIRST 
TIME IN INDIA!
By Dr. Shivangi Raina*

VET EVENT
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veterinarians. I request each and 
every veterinarian in India to come 
and be a part of this momentous 
occasion. PPAM promises all 
delegates a world class experience 
with the Indian flavour.” 

The PPAM President, Dr. Dhananjay 
Bapat, says “It's an absolute delight 
and pride to announce FASAVA 2023 
(Asian Vet Congress) on 27th to 29th 

October 2023 in Mumbai at Hotel 
Westin Powai. This grand event will 
be hosted by PPAM, which is a dream 
come true. At FASAVA Congress 2023, 
we will have 6 streams and more 
than 25 world class speakers. We will 
do our best to cover all the important 
clinical topics in multiple streams. It 
is the fi rst ever Asian Vet Congress in 
India.

I request all Indian and Asian 
Veterinary Practitioners to attend 
and make this event a grant success. 
It will be the biggest Olympics of 
vet education ever celebrated in our 
incredible India.”

Dr. Makarand Chavan, PPAM 
Secretary, was equally excited to 
extend a warm welcome to all the 
vets across Asia for this meeting, 
and stated, “I would like to extend the 
invitation of 11th FASAVA Congress 
to all vets, vet students and faculty 
of vet schools in Asia." We thank 
wholeheartedly all supporter from 
Drools and all our sponsors.

We look forward to bonding with the 
asian vet fraternity and upgrading 
our clinical skills with this state of 
the art educational congress.

We promise the best Indian 
Hospitality at this grand Infotainment 
endeavour.”

The Joint Secretary PPAM, Dr. Anil 

Vade, added, “This event brings to you 
the world class speakers, covering 
multiple streams in Small Animal 
Practice. We are looking forward 
to participation from Practising 
Veterinarians and Veterinary 
students from India and across Asia. 
We thank all our sponsors for their 
support. Join us to make this event 
a grand success." Dr. Nihar Jayakar, 
Jt. Treasurer PPAM invited everyone 
saying “It's great pleasure to invite 
all Veterinarians and Veterinary 
students across India and Asia 
to 11th FASAVA Congress…. We, at 
PPAM, promise you a great event 
with the world class speakers in the 
fi elds for cardiology, dermatology, 
exotic animal medicine and surgery, 
orthopaedic and internal medicine. 
PPAM promises you a world class 
event and hospitality. This will be one 
of the best learning experiences you 
will have. Join us in great numbers 
and make this event a great success. 
Hope to see you at FASAVA-Mumbai.” 
In the words of Dr. Hitesh Swali, 
Treasurer PPAM, “We as PPAM family, 
take great pride to invite our fellow 
vets to the fi rst international FASAVA 
to be held in India. We also would like 
to invite international delegates to 

India and enjoy our hospitality. We 
thank our sponsors Drools for their 
unconditional support towards this 
event.… Humble request to attend the 
event and help yourself enhance the 
knowledge and networking through 
the Congress!”

One of the key ways that FASAVA 
helps veterinarians is through its 
continuing education programs. 
These programs provide 
veterinarians with the opportunity 
to learn about the latest advances 
in veterinary medicine and to stay 
up-to-date on the latest techniques 
and technologies. This is vital, as it 
enables veterinarians to provide the 
best possible care to their patients 
and to stay current in their fi eld. 

But why are we so excited about 
this sponsorship? For starters, it 
allows us to show our support for the 
veterinary community and all the 
hard work they do to care for animals. 
It also gives us the opportunity to 
showcase our high-quality products 
and demonstrate our commitment 
to supporting the overall health and 
well-being of pets.

But more than anything, we are 
excited about the opportunity to learn 
and grow alongside our colleagues in 
the veterinary fi eld. The congress is 
a chance for us to hear from experts, 
attend lectures and workshops, and 
learn about the latest trends and 
techniques in veterinary medicine. 
We believe that by staying on the 
cutting edge of our industry, we can 
serve the needs of our customers and 
their beloved pets in a better fashion.

* (BVSc & AH, Mumbai Veterinary College)
 Product Executive Manager (Vet-Pro)
 Drools Pet Food Pvt. Ltd.

ONE OF THE KEY 
WAYS THAT FASAVA 
HELPS VETERINARIANS 
IS THROUGH ITS 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS. THESE 
PROGRAMS PROVIDE 
VETERINARIANS WITH 
THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO LEARN ABOUT THE 
LATEST ADVANCES IN 
VETERINARY MEDICINE 
AND TO STAY UP TO 
DATE ON THE LATEST 
TECHNIQUES AND 
TECHNOLOGIES. 

www.creature-companions.in
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Independent and reserved, Tibetan 
Mastiffs have a propensity to be 
apprehensive of strangers yet, are 

devoted to their masters. These dogs 
tend to be stubborn guardians who 
frequently believe they know what 
is best and see themselves more as 
equal partners than pets, despite the 
fact that personality can differ from 
dog to dog.

Tibetan Mastiffs may appear to be 
imposing giants at fi rst, but don't 
let that fool you—they're not quite 
as frightening as they seem. They 
resemble a cross between a ferocious 

lion and a cuddly teddy bear due 
to their large size and abundant 
amounts of fl uff. Their powerful 
necks and shoulders, which have 
a dense mane of hair, give them a 
lion-like appearance. They appear 
to be prepared to face a yeti, thanks 
to their expressive eyes which also 
show intellect and alertness; they are 
constantly on the lookout for danger. 
They absolutely would, to be clear!

A Tibetan Mastiff will grow hostile 
toward people and other dogs, if 
they are not properly socialised as 
puppies. Although they will remain 

distant and aloof, they will become 
more accepting as they are exposed 
to a variety of people, animals and 
environments throughout their life. 
They will reserve their affection for 
close friends and family, and their 
hostility for danger.

To prevent biting tendencies spurred 
on by resource guarding, territoriality 
or over protection, pet parents must 
be attentive in working with their 
puppy. Even a playful bite could do 
serious harm due to their 500-pound 
biting force, which is stronger than 
that of an American Pit Bull Terrier 

THEY RESEMBLE A CROSS 
BETWEEN A FEROCIOUS LION 
AND A CUDDLY TEDDY BEAR 
DUE TO THEIR LARGE SIZE AND 
ABUNDANT AMOUNTS OF FLUFF.

TIBETAN 
MASTIFF

DOG BREEDDOGDOG BREEDBREED
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or German Shepherd. Tibetan Mastiff 
adults may be less welcoming of new 
canines or other people's children, 
so you probably won't be able to 
host many house guests with one of 
these dogs around. However, Tibetan 
Mastiff puppies can be trained to get 
along well with children and other 
pets when nurtured with them. 
Furthermore, even allowing Tibetans 
who have been well-socialised to be 
around young children, cats or small 
dogs is dangerous due to their sheer 
size and power. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Height: Male: 26–28 inches
Female: 24–26 inches
Weight: Male: 90–150 pounds
Female: 70–120 pounds

Eyes: They have almond-shaped, 
deep-set, slightly slanted brown eyes 
with a black or dark grey rim that are 
vigilant in nature.

Ears: Medium-sized, V-shaped, 
and perched high on the skull are 
Tibetan Mastiff ears. In order to hear 
prospective predators who are up to 
no good, they droop forward while the 
dog is relaxed and stand at attention 
when the dog is vigilant.

Nose: The nose is broad with open 
nostrils, and can be black, dark gray 
or dark brown, depending on the 
colouring of the coat.

Coat length: Tibetan Mastiffs have a 
thick top coat of long, straight and 
coarse hair that is double coated. 
In the cold winter months, the 
soft, heavy undercoat is thicker; in 
hot summer months, it becomes 
thinner. Particularly in males, the 
hair is thicker around the neck and 
shoulders, giving them a regal mane. 
A short-haired Tibetan Mastiff is 
neither conventional nor consistent 

TIBETAN MASTIFFS 
CAN BE TRAINED TO 
GET ALONG WELL 
WITH CHILDREN AND 
OTHER ANIMALS 
WITH A LOT OF 
SOCIALISATION, 
ESPECIALLY IF 
THEY'RE RAISED 
WITH THEM. 

warmer environments, particularly 
during the hottest times of the day. 
If your neighbours are not too far 
away, you might need to bring your 
dog inside at night since these dogs 
prefer to bark at night.

The Tibetan Mastiff needs an 
experienced pet parent who has 
the time and energy to devote to 
regular obedience training and 
socialisation, which are essential 
throughout the breed's lifespan to 
prevent troublesome behaviours like 
territorial and resource guarding.

Tibetan Mastiffs can be trained to get 
along well with children and other 
animals with a lot of socialisation, 
especially if they are raised with them. 
They should, however, always be under 
supervision while playing with young 
children or other dogs due to their size 
and power. This breed may be startled 
and activate their protective instincts 
by screaming and shouting at children. 
Additionally, they probably won't get 
along well with cats or toy dog breeds 
while playing.

Children who scream and shout 
may frighten this breed and trigger 
their protective instincts. Thus, they 
will activate the breeds protective  
instinct and in return the dog will get 
ferocious and start barking at them.

You will have your work cut out for 
you if you want a Tibetan Mastiff as 
a pet. They are kind and devoted to 
their family, but they are shy, wary 
guardians who don't like meeting 
new people. They don't typically get 
along with younger kids or pets, and 
they require a lot of socialisation and 
training to help them fi t in. When 
given ample space to patrol and 
animals to keep an eye on, these 
canines perform best as guard dogs—
doing what they were designed to do. 

with the breed standard, though 
the coat may vary signifi cantly 
according to the climate.

Coat colour: Tibetan Mastiff colours 
include black, brown and blue or 
gray. An all-red Tibetan Mastiff is 
extremely rare and not considered 
standard. Black Tibetan Mastiffs 
are more usual. Those of any colour 
may be solid or have markings that 
include tan, mahogany, gold, red-gold 
or white.

Tail:  The tail of Tibetan Mastiff 
is covered with a thick plume 
of feathered hairs. It is usually 
carried high and curves over the 
hindquarters.

The lifespan of a Tibetan Mastiff is 
between 10 and 12 years, and they 
are generally healthy dogs. Knowing 
these potential health issues 
beforehand will help you keep your 
dog healthy for a longer period of 
time.

IDEAL ENVIRONMENT TO RAISE 
A TIBETAN MASTIFF
This breed is best suited to a farm or 
ranch with plenty of open space to 
roam and cattles to look after. If you 
don't have it, then a sizable yard that 
is fenced in is essential. They thrive 
in colder environments and higher 
elevations and may be less active in 
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The Scottish Fold is a delightful 
cat that is easy to care for and 
gets along with everyone in 

the family.

It appears that the Scottish Fold 
is constructed entirely of curves! 
This medium-sized cat has a round 
head, wide round eyes, and most 
noticeably, small, neatly folded ears 
that cover the ear entrance. It is 
compact and solid. The Scottish Fold 
has a charming demeanour and a 
plush, short coat.

CAT BREED

SCOTTISH 
FOLD

THE SCOTTISH FOLD HAS 
A PLEASANT, ENDEARING 
PERSONALITY. SHE IS A 
SIMPLE CAT TO TAKE CARE 
OF AND LIVE WITH. 

The folded ears add to the impression 
that the skull is spherical. The eyes 
are exceptionally brilliant, clear 
and rounded. The tail seems round 
compared to its length, as do the 
legs. The short coat requires less 
maintenance. The Scottish Fold 
Longhair is a long-haired variation of 
the Scottish Fold that is accepted by 
several registries. Their longer coats, 
which might have signifi cantly 
different textures, need regular 
maintenance.

PERSONALITY
The Scottish Fold has a pleasant, 
endearing personality. She is a simple 
cat to take care of and live with. 
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She is warm and at ease around every 
member of her family. You should be 
gentle with her tail. When handled 
incorrectly or unintentionally 
harshly, the tail of some of these cats 
is known to stiffen and infl ict pain.

The average Scottish Fold is bright, 
mild-mannered, soft-spoken, and 
nimble in adjusting to new people 
and circumstances. They tend to 
form bonds with one family member 
and are devoted to them. Although 
they typically let other people pet and 
love them, their primary attachment 
becomes evident as soon as they 
single out their preferred human. 
They must be given attention on 
their terms because they thrive 
on it. Most of the time, they would 
rather be close to you than on your 
lap despite their devotion. They are 
not clinging or demanding cats. 
They retain their lively side well 
into adulthood and occasionally 
enjoy a nice game of catch the 
catnip mouse.

PHYSICAL  ATTRIBUTES
BODY
From shoulder to pelvic girdle, it is 
medium, rounded and even. The cat 
has a sturdy and well-padded stance. 
The cat has a well-rounded look and 
medium-sized bones.

HEAD
The head is rounded with a strong 
jaw and chin. The whisker pads on 
the muzzle is well-rounded. A short 
neck melds with the head. Males 
having prominent cheeks that have 
a jowly appearance that is short and 
gently curved, with a short nose. The 
look of the profi le is average.

EARS
They have forward or downward-
folding ears that are small in size.  
The ears tips are rounded.

EYES
Open wide and smiling sweetly. 
Large, rounded, and distinguished by 
a wide nose. To match the coat color 
with the eye color. All-white, bicolor, 
and van patterns are all possible for 
blue eyes and odd eyes.

PAWS AND LEGS
They have coarse paws and are short 
legged. The paws have fi ve in front 
and four in behind toes that are tidy 
and well-rounded.

THE SCOTTISH FOLD'S 
DIET NEEDS TO BE 
HANDLED WITH CARE. 
SHE SHOULD AVOID 
GAINING WEIGHT 
BECAUSE THIS 
BREED IS NATURALLY 
ROUND. NUTRITIONAL 
MANAGEMENT IS 
ESSENTIAL FOR HER 
BECAUSE SHE EATS 
WELL AND IS NOT AS 
ACTIVE AS OTHER 
BREEDS.

COAT
The coat is made of long hair. They 
generally have long to medium-
length of hair.

HAIR
The short coat can be plush, even 
and dense. The hairs are medium-
short to short in length. Texture is 
gentle, rich with life. Due to density, 
one must stand rather than lie fl at or 
near to the body. The colour, seasonal 
and regional variations may affect 
the coat texture.

The Scottish Fold's diet needs to 
be handled with care. She should 
avoid gaining weight because this 
breed is naturally round. Nutritional 
management is essential for her 
because she eats well and is not as 
active as other breeds.

The Scottish Fold young ones needs 
interaction with her parent in order 
to maintain health. She enjoys being 
brushed as part of the play, despite 
the coat being simple to maintain.

The Scottish Fold will play with her 
tail but as it grows old it can only 
gently rock its tail down and side to 
side. She should be taken to the vet to 
make sure she doesn't have arthritis, 
if any stiffness is noted or if she 
seems to be in pain when the tail is 
moved.

The Scottish Fold's tail must be 
handled delicately. Some of these 
cats have a tendency to get stiff in 
their tails, which can hurt if handled 
incorrectly.

The Scottish Fold is a fairly laid-back 
cat who would enjoy most family or 
single homes, but is great with older 
kids who can better comprehend 
the cat's behaviour and respect its 
territory.

TAIL
Although medium to long, the tail is 
generally in proportion to the body. 
The tail is generally fl exible, tapering 
and pointed at the end.

COLOUR
The colour of its body is of any 
shades or patterns showing signs 
of hybridization, such as chocolate, 
lavender, Himalayan pattern or 
shades of these hues combined 
with white. The proper eye colour is 
that of the cat's predominant colour. 
All bicolour and van patterns of the 
species may have odd eyes and blue 
eye patterns. They are odd-eyed with 
equal-depth blue and gold eyes.

CAT BREED
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They are of vibrant colours. 
Male fi shes are more 

fl amboyant than females. A few 
examples are Neon Tetra, Guppies 
and Rainbow fi sh where vibrant 
colours open up during adulthood. 
Betta fi sh are popular ornamental fi sh 
and through selective breeding, it has 
produced a wide variety of colouration 
and fi nnage, earning its nickname, 
“designer fi sh of the aquatic world”.

They grow only a few 
centimeters or inches long. 

For example, Neon Tetra grows only 
2.2 cm in length, Zebra Danios grow 
5 to 7 cm in length, and Golden Dwarf 
Barbs grow up to 1.5 inches.

AQUA

KNOW YOUR
AQUARIUM

ANGEL

Whale, where do we start? Are 
you planning on keeping a 
fi sh? The bait is over now 

because you have come to the right 
space. Before we say anything, just 
know that having a pet fi sh can be 
very handy and worthwhile. 

The mysterious underwater world 
of fi shes is truly fascinating. This 
underwater world has been the 
abode for more than 30,000 different 
species of fi shes that thrive in their 
aquatic world. But, out of our love for 
keeping fi sh, we made an aquarium. 
This gave us the chance to study 
each of them in more detail for 
their activities. Observing aquarium 
fi sh has also been found to have 
numerous medical benefi ts by 

reducing stress and blood pressure, 
also it increases concentration levels 
and soothes the eyes. Aquarium pet 
fi shes are some from freshwater 
and some from marine water. Here 
are some of the amusing facts about 
these aquarium fi shes.

1

They may not accompany 
you on walks or cuddle 
with you on the sofa, 
but fi sh are really 
mesmerizing creatures. 
If you are thinking of 
keeping a fi sh, here are 
10 interesting facts about 
Aquarium Fish. 

2
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Finally, fi shes do 
communicate with each other 

through their colour, gesture, motion, 
noise, smell, bioluminescence 
and electrical impulses. Some fi sh 
species use simultaneous gestures 
and movements while swimming in 
schools. The sound is produced when 
hard parts of the body, such as teeth 
and bladder, rub against each other. 
They make sounds during battle, 
spawning and breeding. Sound is also 
used to locate predator fi sh. Some 
cichlids use urine as an olfactory 
medium during aggressive displays 
to send chemical signals to rivals. 
Female Zebra fi sh secrete and spread 
pheromones to attract males. Certain 
fi shes, such as electric eels, Catfi sh, 
Starfi sh in National Aquarium have 
been studied to luminate and send 
electric impulses to mimic other 
fi shes and dissuade predators.

In conclusion, it is a good idea to 
have an aquarium with schools of 
fi sh in your home as it makes a nice 
decoration and brings life to your 
home.

Seawater or saltwater fi shes 
are hardier than freshwater 

ones. So, it is a good idea to start 
with a saltwater aquarium. These 
fi shes are easier to take care for even 
beginners.

Some aquarium fi sh fl oat 
at the water’s surface 

motionless to pretend dead. This 
pretending to be dead is a very smart 
way to protect themselves while 
exploring the world outside water.

They give birth to their 
babies. Unlike other fi shes, 

Mollies give birth to their young 
ones. Even if it takes several weeks, 
the paternal or maternal fi sh who 
hold incubate their eggs in the mouth 
does not eat until the eggs hatch, and 
the baby fi shes will be cared for while 
they swim. This process of “mouth 
brooding” has been seen in female 
African cichlids holding eggs in their 
mouth for 21 to 36 days.

Most of these tiny fi shes 
live for more than 25 years. 

“Goldie” is the oldest known Goldfi sh 
who died at the age of 45 years. The 
second oldest Goldfi sh named “Tish” 
died at the age of 43 years. 

They are very social and 
schooling fi shes. Zebra 

Danios love to live together in 
groups, same is the case for the 
Goldfi sh. While swimming around 
the aquarium, the fi sh staying in the 
middle of the school is the school’s 
leader.

www.creature-companions.in

They have teeth at the back 
of their throat. The Goldfi sh 

grind its food while swallowing as 
their teeth are in their throat.

They fi ght with other species 
of fi shes, attack, kill and 

eat them. Betta fi sh, also called the 
“Siamese fi ghting fi sh” and Angelfi sh 
are bred separately from other fi sh 
species. During the 19th century, 
Betta fi sh were breed for their 
aggression.

3

4

6
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On January 15, 2023, aquapetz.
com organized an Aquairst 
Meet in Delhi after a gap 

of three years. Before Corona, 
Aquarist Meet was organised on 
monthly basis. But the Pandemic era 
destroyed the social life. 

AQUA

We have been organising Aquarist 
Meets in Delhi/NCR since 2010. 
With time, online communities and 
talks converted into get-together. 
Friendship and relations came into 
existence. 

The Meet started by 2:00 pm in 
the farm house of Kabeer Sharma. 
After informal introduction, 
Kabeer Sharma talked about the 
paludarium plants. He also showed 
us some plants growing in green 
house at his place. This was a new 
experience for all the aquarists. 
Aquarists asked many questions 
related to paludarium plants.

AQUARIST 
MEET 2023 
IN DELHI BY AQUAPETZ
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Our host has arranged tea and 
snacks for the meeting participants. 
The aquarists enjoyed tea with group 
discussions.

After tea break, another phase 
of talking on Planted Aquariums 
started. Some aquarists raise their 
questions on fertilizers and algae 
growth. Experienced and senior 
hobbyists shared their experience 
with newbies. Our host has also 
shown his beautiful corner of 
mossariums. 

Gifts were sponsored by 
Bubble & Trouble, Aquario India 
(www.aquascaping.in and 
www.risingaqua.com). Calendars 
by Mr. Rachit (Aquatic Remedies) 
and  Paludarium mosses by our host 
Mr. Kabeer Sharma. 

Experienced and 
senior hobbyists 
shared their 
experience with 
newbies. Our host 
has also shown his 
beautiful corner of 
mossariums.
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SMALL ANIMAL

Having a small and active 
pet requires you to be on 
your toes, but the love and 

affection your pet gives will make 
your day better and make you more 
attentive to them and yourself. So, go 
ahead and get a small pet.

Guinea pigs (scientifi c name, Cavia 
porcellus) belonging to the genus 
Cavia and subfamily Caviinea are the 
most popular domesticated rodents. 
They are very social creatures, and so 
can live alone with us or in a cluster. 
Their average life span is from six 
to eight years. Guinea pigs enjoy 

being with you and being tickled. 
They are very entertaining, lovable 
and friendly pets. Their coats can be 
black, brown, chestnut, grey, orange 
and white, or made up of two or more 
shades of these colours. 

Of the 30 known major and frequently 
breed species as pets, a few of them 
are the American (short-haired), 
the Abyssinian (rough-coated), the 
Peruvian (long-coated), the Silkie 
(long-coated), the Teddy (densely 
and short-coated), the White Crested 
(pure white-haired forehead) and the 
Coronet (rosette-haired forehead).

GROOMING HABITS
Guinea pigs grow very quickly and 
require regular grooming, such as 
trimming their coats and nails. Cages 
should be cleaned daily to maintain 
hygiene. Guinea pigs rarely need a 
bath. If bathing is necessary, use a 
shampoo specifi cally formulated for 
small animals. You can bathe them 
infrequently, but once in every 3–12 
months.

FOOD HABITS
They are natural grazers. For food 
and nourishment, they need fresh 
and clean vegetables and grasses 

A SWEET, LITTLE 
CRITTER Guinea Pigs: Know their 

habits and pet-caring
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daily in their diet. The fresh and clean 
water provided to them should be 
within their reach. Guinea pigs have 
special dietary needs and require 
enough Vitamin C, so as per the 
manufacturer's instructions provide 
them with a fresh portion of grass-
based guinea-pig pellets each day. 
These provide essential vitamins 
like Vitamin C, which generally get 
destroyed with exposure to air.

BREEDING HABITS
The female guinea pigs should be 
fi rst mated between the age of 3 and 
7 months. Delaying can then lead to 
pregnancy and delivery problems. 
Males, on the other hand, should be 
34 months old when they fi rst breed. 
The females’ heat cycle lasts 16 days. 
The period during which females 
can accept males and reproduce is 
about 8 hours. The average gestation 
period is 63 days. Female guinea 
pigs can enter estrus again 15 hours 
after giving birth, which is called 
"postpartum estrus". This means 
that they can be nursing a litter and 
be pregnant at the same time. The 
young are born relatively mature. 
They are large-sized and fully furred, 
and can walk about. Also, at this time 
they have teeth and open eyes. Even 
though they are newborns, guinea 
pigs can eat solid food and drink 

water on their own, but still, they 
should be allowed to nurse by their 
mother for at least two weeks.

SYMPTOMS, DISEASES AND 
PREVENTION
Guinea pigs require proper and 
regular daily care. Some issues are 
loss of appetite, weight loss, hunched 
posture, unusual gait or lameness, 
unusually thin or unusually large 
belly, changes in coat texture or 
diffi culty breathing. Affected guinea 
pigs may have low energy or not 
respond to sound or touch. You 
should check your pet for possible 
skin problems, injuries, rapid weight 
gain or loss, dental problems and 
other health problems. Common 
health problems in these animals 
are related to the lungs or digestive 
system. A sick guinea pig may have 

diarrhea or discharge from the eyes 
or nose. Dental problems are also 
very common, so check your pet's 
mouth for drool, overgrowth or 
swelling of the teeth. You should also 
check your pet's ears for discharge or 
irritation, and inspect their paws for 
infl ammation or broken claws. This 
little pet needs immediate veterinary 
attention to stay active and happy.

For food and 
nourishment, they 
need fresh and clean 
vegetables and grasses 
daily in their diet. The 
fresh and clean water 
provided to them 
should be within 
their reach. 
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Either way, pet guinea pigs are 
members of the rodent family, 
so they love soft chew toys 

that they get to play, munch on and 
drag along with them around the 
house. We should give our pets the 
right-sized and safe toys because not 
all cuddly toys may be good for them 
to play. The toys made of plastics and 
glass can do more harm by injuring 
them on tangling with their hair and 
skin.

Breeds like the Texel and Teddy 
guinea pigs get comfortable easily. 
They will start playing and cuddling 
the soft toys as soon as they get 
them. Rather, most of the guinea pigs 
are timid and take their time to adjust 
to the toys. Guinea pigs also take 
their own time to adjust to their new 
owners. So, don’t assume that your 
pet will get immediately accustomed 
to the toys you have provide them to 
play with.

So, what all toys will they most enjoy? 
This totally depends on the habitat 
you want to provide them with and 
the place you keep your cuties in.  

FOR SMALL ANIMALS 
LIKE GUINEA PIGS

DIY - PET 
TREATS & 
TOYS 

Grass cheese balls. Don’t confuse 
it with general cheese balls that we 
eat! The grass cheese balls are made 
of grass and small chopped veggies 
that your cuties would really love to 
gulp. It is food, treats, accessories, 
chew toys suitable for your tiny pets.

DIY
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Hollow tubes. The PVC or hay pipes can be constructed 
to make long holes where your pet can enjoy hiding. Only 
the ends should be smooth enough so that they do not 
have any sharp edges. They shouldn’t be very deep. These 
tubes can be stuffed with hay so that they can rest in 
them.

www.creature-companions.in

Stuffed tubes. Small and thin stuffed tubes are amazing 
for your pet to chew and take round the house. They can 
be washed from time to time and so are non-toxic and 
hygienic. You can also wrap some hay or veggie leaves 
around them for your guinea’s appetite. 

Paper bags. While you market, the paper bags are plenty 
and handy at home. The guineas really enjoy the crackling 
sound of the papers. In these paper bags, they can hide 
and also hide their feed for later consumption. 

Stuffed clean socks. Your pet will really enjoy to munch 
out of these stuffed socks and also make them great 
pillows for sleeping. Fill the socks with dry grass or hay 
for them to munch on.

Cardboard maze. Cardboard mazes and hidden food in 
them can also keep your pet captivated and busy. By 
instilling food-seeking habits, games like this can make 
your cutie smart and busy looking for food.



52 Creature Companion | FEBRUARY 2023 • VOL. XVI • ISSUE 02 • NOIDA

PET-FRIENDLY PLACES

FINDS FOR YOU AND 
YOUR FURRY BUDDY

Here is a list of 6 pet-friendly hotels and restaurants in India 
where you will not have to worry about your furry buddy to take to. 

AnandMai - A 
Sustainable Home
Address: 9, Bhawani Singh Ln, 
Jyothi Nagar, Lalkothi, Jaipur, 
Rajasthan - 302005.
Phone: 08827774477

Laskka - Love of 
Jaipur 
Address: City Pearl, 103, MI Rd, 
Gopalbari, Jaipur, Rajasthan, 
Pin-302001.
Phone: 094789 02602

Roots - Cafe In 
The Park 
Address: Leisure Valley Rd, Near 
Rajiv Gandhi Park, 
Sector 29, Gurugram, Haryana,
Pin-122001, India. 
Phone: +91 9971 134 920

Cafe Dori
Address: Dhan Mill Compound, 
100 ft. Road, SSN Marg, 
Chhattarpur, New Delhi, 
Pin-110074, India.
Phone: +91 8076 054 238

Tail Club
Address: Raisina Road, 
Sector 59 Gurugram, Haryana, 
Pin - 122011, India.
Phone: +91 7042 947 427

Bark Street
Address: Plot No. 237 M-block, 
Hazipur, Sector 104, Noida, 
U.P., India.
Phone: + 91-9711 442664
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